
Bulldogs Win League Forensics 
By Judy Rogers 
 
 The Golden Plains Forensics Team won the Western Kansas Liberty League 
Championship at the meet in Almena on April 8.  The Bulldog team, coached by Robynn 
Wessel, took 20 entries to the meet-the most they have taken to any meet this season.  
This is the first time in recent history that the Golden Plains High School forensics team 
has won the league meet. 

Several students were “triple entered” in events that had low entries in order to 
make the event state qualifying.  These triple entered events did not count towards the 
final team points.  The Golden Plains Team finished the day with 176 points for first 
place.  Western Plains placed second with 144 points and Northern Valley took 3rd with 
124.   

Three of the entries won first place for the league championship.  Rebecca Bange 
won the Poetry division to qualify her for State Champs.  “I have had a lot of judges and 
audience members with military ties,” said Bange of her patriotic poem. “Their responses 
have inspired me to improve my performance throughout the season.”  

Koi Wessel placed first in Extemporaneous Speaking and the Improvised Duet 
Acting team of Carmen Sepulveda and Devin Carter also claimed the league 
championship.  “I am excited to work with Carmen at state,” said Carter.  “Many of the 
judges have commented on how well we work together so I am curious to see what the 
state judges have to say.”  “It was awesome to win league,” added Carmen Sepulveda 
who will be returning to the state meet for her second time in IDA.  “It felt like all our 
hard work paid off.  I look forward to competing again at state.  I’ll know more what to 
expect.” 

Additional final round results contributing team points included Kade Wessel who 
placed 3rd in Extemp.  Clayton Bange placed third in Poetry qualifying him for State 
Festival.  Three competitors placed in Oration including Koi Wessel-3rd, Rebecca Bange-
4th, and Carmen Sepulvedad-6th.  Clayton Bange finished 5th in Serious Solo with Devin 
Carter 6th.  Kade Wessel placed 5th in Humorous Solo and Dawson Spresser was 6th in 
Informative. 

“This was the last meet before State,” said Robynn Wessel, “and I am thrilled to 
have qualified two more entries for state.”  The Forensics State Festival and State 
Champs will be held in Salina on May 2.   


